SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
January 3, 2021

THEME FOR THE DAY
Jesus came to be our peace. He came to us veiled in humility, as an infant born in the insignificant town of Bethlehem.
Still today, he comes to us and reveals himself to us not through outward displays of power and glory, but only through
his Word. To those who see him and receive him by faith he bestows true peace.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord,
have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let the
light of our faith shine in all that we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 2:10-18
10

In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything
exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people
holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says,
“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;
in the assembly I will sing your praises.”
13
And again,
“I will put my trust in him.”
And again he says,
“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”
14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the
power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to
be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:14-18
14

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15
John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ ” 16 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God,
but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Micah 5:2-5
2

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
3
Therefore Israel will be abandoned
until the time when she who is in labor gives birth
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
4
He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
5
And he will be their peace.

SERMON: Micah 5:2-5
“Jesus Is Our Peace”
APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

