Prioritize Heavenly Treasures
21st Sunday after Pentecost
October 17, 2021
THEME FOR THE DAY
It is easy to get our priorities mixed up by making the material and temporal things most important in our life and to
act as if acquiring them were our greatest need. But in Christ God provides for all the necessities of life including the
greatest necessity—forgiveness of sin. Trusting this in saving faith changes the way that we view all of our material
things. We now see them as gifts to be used for the glory of God as we await the everlasting treasure in heaven.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his
will.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed from all their sins and
serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Amos 5:6, 7, 10-15
6

Seek the Lord and live,
or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire;
it will devour them,
and Bethel will have no one to quench it.
7
There are those who turn justice into bitterness
and cast righteousness to the ground.
10
There are those who hate the one who upholds justice in court
and detest the one who tells the truth.
11
You levy a straw tax on the poor
and impose a tax on their grain.
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions,
you will not live in them;
though you have planted lush vineyards,
you will not drink their wine.
12
For I know how many are your offenses
and how great your sins.
There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes
and deprive the poor of justice in the courts.
13
Therefore the prudent keep quiet in such times,
for the times are evil.
14
Seek good, not evil,
that you may live.
Then the Lord God Almighty will be with you,
just as you say he is.
15
Hate evil, love good;
maintain justice in the courts.
Perhaps the Lord God Almighty will have mercy
on the remnant of Joseph.

EPISTLE LESSON: Hebrews 13:1-6
Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing
some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 3 Continue to remember those in prison as if you
were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.
4
Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the
sexually immoral. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has
said,
“Never will I leave you;
never will I forsake you.”
6
So we say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?”

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 10:17-27
17

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you
shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”
20
“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
21
Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22
At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
24
The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of
25
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
God.”
26
The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”
27
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”

SERMON: Mark 10:17-27
“Heed Your Savior’s Gracious Warning”
APOSTLES CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

