Love Invites Everyone
October 25, 2020
Prayer before worship:
Heavenly Father, thank you for calling me into your family. I know I don’t deserve to be here. And I know that you have
called me to share the gospel with other people in my life so that they, too, can come into your family. Help me to not
be prejudiced or partial, but to love and share the gospel with whoever you have placed in my life. In your saving name
I pray, Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Confession of Sins (Spoken by pastor and congregation.)
M: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
M: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful.
We have sinned against you in our thoughts, words, and actions, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of your Son, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us. Amen
Announcement of Forgiveness
M: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed from all their sins and
serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 2 Chronicles 30:1-5, 18-20
1

Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, inviting them to come
to the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. 2 The king and his officials and the whole assembly in Jerusalem decided to celebrate the Passover in the second month. 3 They had not been
able to celebrate it at the regular time because not enough priests had consecrated themselves and the people had not
assembled in Jerusalem. 4 The plan seemed right both to the king and to the whole assembly. 5 They decided to send a
proclamation throughout Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, calling the people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the
Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. It had not been celebrated in large numbers according to what was written.
18
Although most of the many people who came from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun had not purified
themselves, yet they ate the Passover, contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the
Lord, who is good, pardon everyone 19 who sets his heart on seeking God—the Lord, the God of his fathers—even if he
is not clean according to the rules of the sanctuary.” 20 And the Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the people.

EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 11:11-20
11

Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 12 But if their transgression means riches for the world, and
their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring!
13
I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry 14 in the
hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as
firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.
17
If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among
the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so
that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 22:1-14
1

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding
banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they
refused to come.
4
“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner:
My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’
5
“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants,
mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned
their city.
8
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 Go to
the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered
all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12
‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless.
13
“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14
“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

SERMON: Matthew 22:1-14
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APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

