Reformation Sunday
October 31, 2021

On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses—statements for debate—on the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg, beginning a spiritual and historical movement known as the Reformation. The Reformation did not just
change the face of Europe; it restored the gospel to the church. It gave God’s Word to the people. As we celebrate the
Reformation, we are not honoring the man for whom our church body is named. We are thanking God for his grace
which he has demonstrated through the generations—preserving the church and setting us free.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
CONFESSION
M: “With might of ours, nothing can be done…” We are powerless, God! Powerless to save ourselves, to escape death
or hell, to remove our sin, to make ourselves holy and acceptable to you.
“But for us fight the Valiant One… Jesus Christ it is!” You have given us victory over sin, death, hell and Satan, and
so we come to you with humility and thankfulness. Hear our prayers of repentance today, and grant us your forgiveness once again.
C: We confess to you, Jesus, that we are sinful. It was our sin that sent you to the cross, and we ask you to wash us
clean yet again.
Quiet moments for personal repentance and prayer. Your thoughts might be, Forgive me for…
Selfishness and self-centeredness
Dictating to God, what he should do.
Believing my culture when it says “you need this”
Being discontent.

ABSOLUTION
M: For us fights the Valiant One—and he not only crushed the devil’s head, but paid our entire debt of sin to God, giving us his righteousness in exchange. Because Jesus Christ lived and died and rose to life for you, you stand holy
before God, heirs of eternal life and victorious over sin, death and Satan.
C: In all things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in
your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the
Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Daniel 3:16-28
16

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves
before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it,
and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that
we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
19
Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them
changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men,
wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s
command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.
24
Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men
that we tied up and threw into the fire?”
They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”
25
He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son
of the gods.”
26
Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!”
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed;
their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.
28
Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives
rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 46:1-7
1

God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3
though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
5
God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.
6
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
7
The Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 13:5-11
5

Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and
will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the
end is still to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various
places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.
9
“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10 And the gospel must first be preached
to all nations. 11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say
whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

EPISTLE LESSON: Revelation 14:6,7
6

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the
earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the
hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

SERMON: Revelation 14:6,7
“The Gospel Will Prevail”
APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C: Amen.

