Reformation Sunday
On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses—statements for debate—on the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg, beginning a spiritual and historical movement known as the Reformation. The Reformation did not just
change the face of Europe; it restored the gospel to the church. It gave God’s Word to the people. As we celebrate the
Reformation, we are not honoring the man for whom our church body is named. We are thanking God for his grace
which he has demonstrated through the generations—preserving the church and setting us free.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
CONFESSION
M: “With might of ours, nothing can be done…” We are powerless, God! Powerless to save ourselves, to escape death
or hell, to remove our sin, to make ourselves holy and acceptable to you.
“But for us fight the Valiant One… Jesus Christ it is!” You have given us victory over sin, death, hell and Satan, and
so we come to you with humility and thankfulness. Hear our prayers of repentance today, and grant us your forgiveness once again.
C: We confess to you, Jesus, that we are sinful. It was our sin that sent you to the cross, and we ask you to wash us
clean yet again.
Quiet moments for personal repentance and prayer. Your thoughts might be, Forgive me for…
Selfishness and self-centeredness
Dictating to God, what he should do.
Believing my culture when it says “you need this”
Being discontent.

ABSOLUTION
M: For us fights the Valiant One—and he not only crushed the devil’s head, but paid our entire debt of sin to God, giving us his righteousness in exchange. Because Jesus Christ lived and died and rose to life for you, you stand holy
before God, heirs of eternal life and victorious over sin, death and Satan.
C: In all things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in
your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the
Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23
10

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the
windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his
God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for
help. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during
the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions’
den?”
16
So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel,
“May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”
17
A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and
with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace
and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.
19
At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came near the den, he called
to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been
able to rescue you from the lions?”
21
Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have
not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king.”
23
The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den,
no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

EPISTLE LESSON: Galatians 5:1-6
1

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a
yoke of slavery.
2
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3
Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are
trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 But by faith we eagerly
await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 10:16-23
16

I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.
“Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their synagogues. 18
On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when
they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will
not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
21
“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have
them put to death. 22 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When
you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel
before the Son of Man comes.
17

SERMON: Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23
“Lord, Keep Us Faithful to Your Word”
APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

