THIRD SUNDAY OF END TIMES:

Saints Triumphant
November 15, 2020
The Lord will come again to judge the living and the dead. We confess that great truth week after week. But when Jesus
comes in glory, will we be ready to stand in his holy presence? Saints of God are ready for Christ’s coming and welcome
that great day! Not because of anything we have done but because of everything Christ has done. We look ahead with
joy to the day of triumph and our redemption!

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when
we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Lord Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered from this world of
sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at
the marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 37:15-28
15

The word of the Lord came to me: 16 “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it, ‘Belonging to Judah and
the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another stick of wood, and write on it, ‘Ephraim’s stick, belonging to Joseph and all the house of Israel associated with him.’ 17 Join them together into one stick so that they will become one
in your hand.
18
“When your countrymen ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean by this?’ 19 say to them, ‘This is what the
Sovereign Lord says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph—which is in Ephraim’s hand—and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah’s stick, making them a single stick of wood, and they will become one in my
hand.’ 20 Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on 21 and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says:
I will take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them
back into their own land. 22 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king
over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms. 23 They will no longer defile
themselves with their idols and vile images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God.
24
“ ‘My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my laws and be
careful to keep my decrees. 25 They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where your fathers lived.
They and their children and their children’s children will live there forever, and David my servant will be their prince
forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. 27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be
their God, and they will be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I the Lord make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.’ ”

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 25:1-13
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with
them. 4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and
they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
6
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
7
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil; our lamps are going out.’
9
“ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some
for yourselves.’

10

“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with
him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
11
“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’
12
“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’
13
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13

We do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no
hope. 14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other with these words.

SERMON: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
“You Have Been Given Eternal Hope”
THE SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES CREED
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary,
is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death,
and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.
All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.
This is most certainly true.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C: Amen.

