FOURTH SUNDAY OF END TIMES:

Christ the King
November 22, 2020
On this last Sunday of the Church Year, before we begin Advent, we focus on the reign of Christ our King. The majesty
of the King of kings shines forth in our Scripture readings for this morning. Not only is Jesus our powerful eternal King
who rules over all things but he is also our loving King who humbled himself to lay down his life for his people. He truly
deserves all glory, honor, and praise.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
M: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his
throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of
the earth.
C: To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to
serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power forever and ever! Amen.
(Revelation 1:4-7)
M: We have come to worship our King, but if we examine our life and our human nature, we find ourselves unworthy
to stand in his presence. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have
done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But
I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: Christ, our King has won your forgiveness through his perfect life, innocent death, and glorious resurrection. In his
stead and by his command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as
we look with hope to that day when every creature in heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of
lords to your unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
EPISTLE LESSON: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
20

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death
came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all
will be made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24
Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed
is death. 27 For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is
clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 28 When he has done this, then the Son
himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 27:27-31
27

Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around
him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his
head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30
They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they
took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
28

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23, 24
11

“ ‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a shepherd
looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places
where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them
from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will
be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. 16 I will search
for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I
will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.
23
I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their
shepherd. 24 I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the Lord have spoken.

SERMON: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23, 24
“Christ Our King Shepherds His Flock”
APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

