THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 13, 2020

THE SEASON OF ADVENT
Advent is a Latin word that means “coming.” The season of Advent is the four week period before Christmas that the
Church uses to remember the “coming” of the Christ. We celebrate that he came once as a baby in Bethlehem, and
that he will come again at the end of time.

THEME FOR THE DAY
What’s the best way to prepare Jesus’ coming? It’s not with frantic doing. It’s not with a focus on what we have done
or promise to do. It’s not with how we will pay back what he comes to bring. The best preparation for Christmas is a
readiness to receive.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Confession of Sins (Spoken by pastor and congregation.)
M: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
M: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful.
We have sinned against you in our thoughts, words, and actions, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of your Son, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us. Amen

Announcement of Forgiveness
M: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of
your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON: 2 Samuel 7:8-16
8

“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from
following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut
off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the
earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own
and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have
done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.
“ ‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 12 When your days are over and
you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will
establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men,
with floggings inflicted by men. 15 But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I
removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’ ”

SECOND LESSON: Romans 1:1-7
1

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the gospel he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his human nature
was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God
by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace
and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 6 And you also
are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.
7
To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 1:26-38
26

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married
to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you
are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her
old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God.”
38
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

SERMON: Luke 1:26-38
“God’s Life Changing Grace”
THE SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean?

C:

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin
Mary, is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood and with
his innocent suffering and death.
All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.
This is most certainly true.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

