SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 6, 2020

THE SEASON OF ADVENT
Advent is a Latin word that means “coming.” The season of Advent is the four week period before Christmas that the
Church uses to remember the “coming” of the Christ. We celebrate that he came once as a baby in Bethlehem, and
that he will come again at the end of time.
Prayer Before Worship
Heavenly Father, you sent John the Baptist as a prophet that prepared the way for Jesus. Help me be like John, preparing my home and all those in my life for the celebration of the coming Savior in Bethlehem, and help me to be prepared
as well. In my Savior’s name I pray. Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord,
have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and
shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
EPISTLE LESSON: 2 Peter 3:8-14
8

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years
are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
10
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.
11
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and
godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of
the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to
a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.
14
So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless
and at peace with him.

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 1:1-8
1

The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
It is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”—
3
“a voice of one calling in the desert,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’ ”
4
And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
5
sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they
were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than
I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
2

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-8
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Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been completed,
that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice of one calling:
“In the desert prepare the way for the Lord;
make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out.”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
“All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the Lord blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God stands forever.”

SERMON: Isaiah 40:1-8
“Hear and Heed God’s Vocie”
APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C: Amen.

