Third Sunday in Lent
March 7, 2021
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Dear God, today teach me how you are passionate for holiness and righteousness. Help me to love your law as you do,
but to even more love your cross. Because I cannot keep your law, you did the unimaginable: you took the punishment
for my law-breaking on yourself and have given me peace. Thank you. Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M: Oh, how I love your law!
C: I meditate on it all day long.
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,

C: for they are ever with me.
M: I have more insight than all my teachers,
C: for I meditate on your statutes.
M: How sweet are your words to my taste,
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!

Psalm 119:97-99,103

M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16,17

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this and all our sins, we bow
before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord,
have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name” (Jn 20:31). The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the
cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right hand of your power to defend us
against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 20:1-17
1

And God spoke all these words:
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3
“You shall have no other gods before me.
4
“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in
the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate
me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7
“ You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his
name.
8
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh
day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days
the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12
“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
13
“You shall not murder.
14
“You shall not commit adultery.
15
“You shall not steal.
16
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maid
servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
2

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
18

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
20
Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and
Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but
to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.

GOSPEL LESSON: John 2:13-22
13

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he
found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip
out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money
changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you
turn my Father’s house into a market!”
17
His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”
18
Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all
this?”
19
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”
20
The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three
days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled
what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.

SERMON: John 2:13-22
“You are God’s Holy Temple”

APOSTLES CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

