SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER:

Resurrection Hope of Certain Victory
April 11, 2021
THEME FOR WORSHIP
To conquer the doubts and fears of his disciples, Jesus appeared to them and offered proof that he was alive and sin
was dead. While we do not yet get to physically see our risen Savior face to face, Jesus also conquers our doubts and
fears. Through his Word and Sacraments our Savior comes to us and gives us real peace through the assurance of certain victory over sin and death.

 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we
were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. Come to us also by
your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen

FIRST LESSON: Acts 3:12-20
12

When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by
our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he
had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you.
15
You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of
Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that
has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.
17
“Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he
had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your
sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,

GOSPEL LESSON: John 20:19-31
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.”
24
Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my
hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
26
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.”
30
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life
in his name.

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 John 5:1-5
1

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as
well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 This is
love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes
the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

SERMON: 1 John 5:1-5
“Children of God Will Overcome”
NICENE CREED
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

