THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER:

Certain Hope of Peace With God
April 18, 2021
THEME FOR WORSHIP
Jesus’ death and resurrection gives the believer confidence. Our sins have been washed clean in his blood. We have
forgiveness for any and all sins. We can confidently approach God knowing that we have a right relationship with him
through Christ, our Lord.

 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
C: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
M: If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness,
C: we lie and do not live by the truth.
M: If we claim to be without sin,
C: we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

(1 John 1:6,9)

OUR CONFESSION
C: Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in mercy you sacrificed
your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days.
Silence for personal examination and confession.

ABSOLUTION
M: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
(1 John 1:9)
C: Thanks be to God. Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death. By his resurrection to
life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

FIRST LESSON: Acts 4:8-12
8

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to
account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and
all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from
the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 He is
“ ‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the capstone.’
12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be
saved.”

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 24:36-49
36

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with

you.”
37

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled,
and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost
does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
40
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because
of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled
fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.
44
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is
written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on
high.”

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 John 1:1-2:2
1

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have
seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete.
5
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
6
If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies
us from all sin.
8
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
2:1
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who
speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

SERMON: 1 John 1:5-2:2
“Walk in the Light”
APOSTLES CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

