“Victory on the Only Path to Heaven”
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2020
Theme of The Day:
Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Christ’s message is
so exclusive that it rejects all others. Jesus is the way and there is no other. Jesus is the way and we need no other. He
gives us victory on the only path to heaven.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

 Confession and Absolution 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord,
have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 17:1-12
1

When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish
synagogue. 2 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from
the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of
God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.
5
But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and
started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the
crowd. 6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials,
shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed
them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 When
they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post
bond and let them go.
10
As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish
synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.

SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 2:4-10
4

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like
living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.”
7
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
has become the capstone,”
8
and,
“A stone that causes men to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.
9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

GOSPEL LESSON: John 14:1-12
1

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place
where I am going.”
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you
really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father,
and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is
doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He
will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

SERMON: John 14:1-6
“Victory On the Only Path to Heaven”
PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

