Step #1 “God Speaks”
June 14, 2020
Prayer before worship:
Lord, today your word asks us to struggle with some hard truths. Not everyone who speaks in your name is from you.
And at times, when I speak in your name, I’m misleading people away from you. Help my soul be open to your law,
and your Spirit be generous with your gospel forgiveness. In your sweet, forgiving name I pray, Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord,
have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything that may be harmful and give us
whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
EPISTLE LESSON: 2 Peter 1:20-2:3
20

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.
2:1
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They
will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In
their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been
hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.
21

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 7:15-29
15

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.
By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise
every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree
cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by
their fruit you will recognize them.
21
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name,
and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.
Away from me, you evildoers!’
24
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built
his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house;
yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
28
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught
as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.
16

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 Kings 22:10-28
10

Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were sitting on their thrones at
the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of Samaria, with all the prophets prophesying before them. 11 Now
Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had made iron horns and he declared, “This is what the Lord says: ‘With these you will
gore the Arameans until they are destroyed.’ ”
12
All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead and be victorious,” they said,
“for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.”
13
The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, as one man the other prophets are predicting success for the king. Let your word agree with theirs, and speak favorably.”
14
But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Lord lives, I can tell him only what the Lord tells me.”
15
When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?”
“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.”
16
The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of
the Lord?”
17
Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, and the Lord
said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one go home in peace.’ ”
18
The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies anything good about me,
but only bad?”
19
Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his throne with all the
host of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. 20 And the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into
attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?’
“One suggested this, and another that. 21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the Lord and said, ‘I will
entice him.’
22
“ ‘By what means?’ the Lord asked.
“ ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,’ he said.
“ ‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do it.’
23
“So now the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. The Lord has decreed
disaster for you.”
24
Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which way did the spirit from the
Lord go when he went from me to speak to you?” he asked.
25
Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide in an inner room.”
26
The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler of the city and to Joash
the king’s son 27 and say, ‘This is what the king says: Put this fellow in prison and give him nothing but bread and
water until I return safely.’ ”
28
Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me.” Then he added, “Mark my
words, all you people!”

SERMON: 1 Kings 22:10-28
“God Speaks!”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with
the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

