Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 11, 2021

“Remain in the Word
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Lord Jesus, in an unbelieving world surrounded by sin, temptation, and false teaching, you call us to remain in your
Word and to share your Word. No matter what persecutions or hardships may come as a result of your Word grant to
us the faithfulness to remain steadfast in it and give us the boldness to share it. Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M: Oh, how I love your law!
C: I meditate on it all day long.
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
C: for they are ever with me.
M: I have more insight than all my teachers,

C: for I meditate on your statutes.
M: How sweet are your words to my taste,
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!

Psalm 119:97-99,103

M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
C: so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16,17

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this and all our sins, we bow
before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord,
have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name” (Jn 20:31). The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the
cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our heart, strengthen us
in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 2:1-3:4
1

He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” 2 As he spoke, the Spirit came into me
and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me.
3
He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they
and their ancestors have been in revolt against me to this very day. 4 The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says.’ 5 And whether they listen or fail to listen—for
they are a rebellious people—they will know that a prophet has been among them. 6 And you, son of man, do not be
afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all around you and you live among scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they say or be terrified by them, though they are a rebellious people. 7 You must
speak my words to them, whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, listen to
what I say to you. Do not rebel like that rebellious people; open your mouth and eat what I give you.”
9
Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10 which he unrolled before me. On both
sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe.
3:1
And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the people of Isra2
el.” So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat.
3
Then he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it.” So I ate it, and it
tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth.
4
He then said to me: “Son of man, go now to the people of Israel and speak my words to them.

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 6:1-6
1

Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2 When the Sabbath came, he began to
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.
“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him? What are these
remarkable miracles he is performing? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph,
Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.
4
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his relatives and in his own
home.” 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 He was amazed
at their lack of faith.
Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village.

EPISTLE LESSON: 2 Timothy 3:10-4:5
10

You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those
from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
4:1
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say
what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you,
keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
11

SERMON: Mark 2:23-28
“God Calls You to Rest”
APOSTLES CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C: Amen.

