Step #5 “God Reigns”
July 12, 2020
Prayer before worship:
Heavenly Father, I thank you that you have saved me through your death, and are now reigning over all things
through your resurrection. Help me to live in that truth, that you are the one true God and Savior, and that you and
your gospel ought to take priority over all things in my life. In your reigning name I pray, Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when
we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our hearts such love for
you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 6:1-11
1

Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any
longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5
If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that
we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.
8
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to
sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 10:34-42
34

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I
have come to turn
“ ‘a man against his father,
a daughter against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—
36
a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’
37
“Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
40
“He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. 41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man
because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to
one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.”

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 32:15-29
15

Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. 16 The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved
on the tablets.
17
When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in the camp.”
18
Moses replied:
“It is not the sound of victory,
it is not the sound of defeat;
it is the sound of singing that I hear.”
19
When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets
out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. 20 And he took the calf they had made and
burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it.
21
He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?”
22
“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil. 23 They said to me,
‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has
happened to him.’ 24 So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I
threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!”
25
Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a
laughingstock to their enemies. 26 So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the Lord, come to
me.” And all the Levites rallied to him.
27
Then he said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to his side. Go back
and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’ ” 28 The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. 29 Then Moses said, “You have
been set apart to the Lord today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day.”

SERMON: Exodus 32:15-29
“God Reigns!”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with
the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

