How the Kingdom is Given
July 26, 2020
Prayer before worship:

Heavenly Father, today I thank you for your Word. Through your gospel message, I have learned how my sins are all
forgiven and how through that forgiveness you call me into your kingdom. I thank you that your Spirit, through the
Word, did all the work of creating faith in my heart. Be with me as I share that Word with others for the Holy Spirit to
continue his work. In your powerful name I pray, Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Confession of Sins (Spoken by pastor and congregation.)

M: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
M: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful.
We have sinned against you in our thoughts, words, and actions, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of your Son, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us. Amen
Announcement of Forgiveness
M: Almighty God in His mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 18:1-11
1

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had
recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to
see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.
5
When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the
Gentiles.”
7
Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 8 Crispus, the
synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed
and were baptized.
9
One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I am with
you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed for a year
and a half, teaching them the word of God.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
1

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he
got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came
and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was
shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other
seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a
crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”
18
“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along
the path. 20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of
the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the
word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 55:10-13
10
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13

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return to it without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and hills will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree,
and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.
This will be for the Lord’s renown,
for an everlasting sign, which will not be destroyed.”

SERMON: Isaiah 55:10-13
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CONFESSION OF FAITH

Luther’s Explanation of the Third Article of the
Apostles’ Creed from the Small Catechism

C: I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. But the
Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In
the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This
is most certainly true.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

