Step #4 “God Preserves and Protects”
July 5, 2020
Prayer before worship:
Lord, you guard and protect me in all things. And as you guard and protect us, you command us to love our enemies,
to bless those who curse us, to do good to those who hate us, and to pray for them who persecute and harass us. Enable us, by your Holy Spirit, to take courage as children of our Father in heaven who never have anything to fear, because our living God preserves us. Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his
will.
C: Amen

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 19:14-20:6
14

Jeremiah then returned from Topheth, where the Lord had sent him to prophesy, and stood in the court of the
Lord’s temple and said to all the people, 15 “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Listen! I am going
to bring on this city and the villages around it every disaster I pronounced against them, because they were stiff-necked
and would not listen to my words.’ ”
20:1
When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the chief officer in the temple of the Lord, heard Jeremiah prophesying
these things, 2 he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at the Upper Gate of Benjamin at the Lord’s
temple. 3 The next day, when Pashhur released him from the stocks, Jeremiah said to him, “The Lord’s name for you is
not Pashhur, but Magor-Missabib. 4 For this is what the Lord says: ‘I will make you a terror to yourself and to all your
friends; with your own eyes you will see them fall by the sword of their enemies. I will hand all Judah over to the king
of Babylon, who will carry them away to Babylon or put them to the sword. 5 I will hand over to their enemies all the
wealth of this city—all its products, all its valuables and all the treasures of the kings of Judah. They will take it away as
plunder and carry it off to Babylon. 6 And you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into exile to Babylon.
There you will die and be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have prophesied lies.’ ”

SECOND LESSON: Acts 23:1-11
1

Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience
to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul
said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!”
4
Those who were standing near Paul said, “You dare to insult God’s high priest?”
5
Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak evil about the
ruler of your people.’”
6
Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My
brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the dead.” 7
When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees
acknowledge them all.)
9
There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” 10 The dispute
became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go
down and take him away from them by force and bring him into the barracks.
11
The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 10:24-33
24

“A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the student to be like his
teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household!
26
“So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be
made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the
roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from the will of your Father. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you
are worth more than many sparrows.
32
“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever
disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.

SERMON: Matthew 10:24-33
“God Preserves”
APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

