Lesson #1: God Graciously Provides
August 1, 2021
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Heavenly Father, we thank you for graciously providing us with all that we need for body and life. So great is your love
for us that you not only provide for our basic necessities, but from your hand comes blessings too numerous to count.
As you have been generous with us, help us to be generous towards others. Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OUR CONFESSION
M: Father, help us take a spiritual inventory of our lives. For the times we have allowed the troubles and difficulties of
life to choke out our joy in you, we pray,
C: Please forgive us.
M: For the times we have acted and spoken harshly and hurt others, we pray,
C: Please forgive us.
M: For the times we have failed to stand firm against temptation, we pray,
C: Please forgive us.
M: For the times we have allowed anxiety and worry to consume us, we pray,
C: Please forgive us.
M: For the times we have been ungrateful or demanding of you, we pray,

C: Please forgive us.
M: For the times we have failed to treasure you and instead treasured the things of this world, we pray,
C: Please forgive us.
Silence to call to mind your sins.

GOD’S FORGIVENESS
M: God invites you to look away from yourself and to him. He lived for you and he died for you; therefore, your sins
are forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. You are holy and righteous, blameless and pure, a child of God without fault, his precious saint.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants, who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach
us always to ask according to your will that we may never fail to obtain the blessings you have promised; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 Kings 17:1-16
Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve,
there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.”
2
Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 3 “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the
Jordan. 4 You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens to feed you there.”
5
So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed there. 6 The
ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook.
7
Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. 8 Then the word of the Lord
came to him: 9 “Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon and stay there. I have commanded a widow in that place to supply
you with food.” 10 So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He
called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” 11 As she was going to get it,
he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.”
12
“As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and
a little oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat
it—and die.”
13
Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small cake of bread for
me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son. 14 For this is what the
Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the
Lord gives rain on the land.’ ”
15
She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her
16
family. For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the Lord
spoken by Elijah.

EPISTLE LESSON: 2 Corinthians 9:8-11
8

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:
"He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever."
10
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed
and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

GOSPEL LESSON: John 6:1-15
1

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great
crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. 3 Then Jesus went
up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near.
5
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread
for these people to eat?" 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.
7
Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!"
8
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?"
10
Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five
thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as
they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
12
When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be
wasted." 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those
who had eaten.
14
After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to
come into the world." 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a
mountain by himself.

SERMON: John 6:1-15
“God Graciously Provides”
THE FIRST ARTICLE AND EXPLANATION FROM THE SMALL CATECHIMS
C: I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
M: What does this mean?
C: I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my
members, my mind and all my abilities.
And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. God also
preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting me from all evil. All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved it. For all this
I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.
This is most certainly true.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C: Amen.

