Fearless Through Faith In Christ
August 23, 2020
Prayer before worship:
Heavenly Father, you tell me that through Jesus I have nothing to fear, because you have conquered everything that
could separate me from you. Let this fearlessness in the gospel and dependence on the cross permeate my life, expressing itself in acts of fearlessness for you.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Confession of Sins (Spoken by pastor and congregation.)

M: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
M: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful.
We have sinned against you in our thoughts, words, and actions, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of your Son, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us. Amen
Announcement of Forgiveness
M: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the +
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 19:9-18
9

There he went into a cave and spent the night.
And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
10
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying
to kill me too.”
11
The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord
was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After the
earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard
it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
14
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying
to kill me too.”
15
The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there,
anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from
Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will
put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not
bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.”

SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:28-39
28

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to
his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified;
those he justified, he also glorified.
31
What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his
own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will
bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus,
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? 36 As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 14:22-33
22

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.
25
During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him
walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.
27
But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
28
“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
29
“Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind,
he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”
32
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

SERMON: Matthew 14:22-33
“Fearless Through Faith in Christ”
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

