What the Kingdom Is Worth
August 9, 2020
Prayer before worship:
Lord, today I will be reminded that the greatest wisdom, the greatest treasure, the most valuable thing in all the world
is the gospel message. Through it I am made truly, infinitely, completely rich, rich in your grace and forgiveness, with a
sure future. Help me to share this wealth and wisdom with all in my life. In your costly name I pray, Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when
we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 3:5-12
5

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want
me to give you.”
6
Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to
you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit
on his throne this very day.
7
“Now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child
and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people,
too numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish
between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”
10
The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and
not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have
been anyone like you, nor will there ever be.

SECOND LESSON: 1 Timothy 6:17-21
17

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
20
Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of
what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some have professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith.
Grace be with you.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 13:44-46
44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and
then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
45
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great
value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
SERMON: Matthew 13:44-46
“What God’s Kingdom is Worth”

APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C: Amen.

