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PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Gracious Savior, I praise you for your grace by which you endured the suffering of the cross to purchase my salvation.
Help me and equip me to answer your call to deny myself, pick up my cross, and follow you. Lead me to sacrifice everything that might come between us. Make me ready and willing to suffer anything for the sake of remaining faithful to
you. It is in your saving name I pray. Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his
will.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving you with undivided
hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 50:4-10
4

The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue,
to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
5
The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears;
I have not been rebellious,
I have not turned away.
6
I offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.
7
Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.
8
He who vindicates me is near.
Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser? Let him confront me!
9
It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.
Who will condemn me?
They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.
10
Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the word of his servant?
Let the one who walks in the dark, who has no light,
trust in the name of the Lord and rely on their God.

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 Peter 4:12-19
12

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may
be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that
name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And,
“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”
19
So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 8:27-35
27

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do
people say I am?”
28
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
29
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”
30
Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.
31
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
33
But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do
not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
34
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses
their life for me and for the gospel will save it.

SERMON: Mark 8:27-35
“Thank God for Crosses”
APOSTLES CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

