Love Carries a Cross
September 13, 2020
Prayer before worship:
Heavenly Father, I thank you for subjecting yourself to a life of pain and hardship for me, especially the pain and hardship of the cross where you paid for all my sins. You call me to be like you, to carry my own cross of hardship and be
willing to give up many things and subject myself to pain and difficulty to serve the people you have placed in my life.
Motivate me with your gospel and Holy Spirit. Motivate me by placing your own cross before me. Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when
we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

 The Word 
EPISTLE LESSON: Galatians 6:12-16
12

Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Not even those who are circumcised obey the
law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your flesh. 14 May I never boast except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even
to the Israel of God.

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 16:21-26
21

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at
the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised
to life.
22
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
23
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind
the things of God, but the things of men.”
24
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good
will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Judges 16:23-31
23

Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying,
“Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.”
24
When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying,
“Our god has delivered our enemy into our hands,
the one who laid waste our land and multiplied our slain.”
25
While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they called Samson out of
the prison, and he performed for them.
When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel
the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean against them.” 27 Now the temple was crowded with men and
women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were about three thousand men and women
watching Samson perform. 28 Then Samson prayed to the Lord, “O Sovereign Lord, remember me. O God, please
strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on
the one and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his
might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than
while he lived.
31
Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They brought him back and buried him
between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel twenty years.

SERMON: Judges 16:23-31
“Love Carries a Cross”
APOSTLES CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

