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PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Gracious Lord, I praise you for your grace. Let your incredible love for me, produce within me the love that you desire.
Help me to love you with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength and to love my neighbor as myself. Where I have failed
in showing this love, restore me and forgive me for Jesus’ sake. It is in his name that I pray. Amen.

 The Order of Service 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when
we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people and be gentle with us in our weakness. Deliver us from the bondage of our sin and direct us to the path of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

 The Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Deuteronomy 6:1-9
1

These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land
that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may
fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you
may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase
greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, promised you.
4
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them
on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 13:8-14
8

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,”
“You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
11
And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the
flesh.

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 12:28-34
28

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
32
“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To
love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
34
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And
from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.

SERMON: Mark 12:28-34
“Perfect Love is the Perfect Answer”
APOSTLES CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

